
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 
Welcome to another school year! My name is Rebecca Katsh-Singer and I am the new preK-6 
Science Curriculum Coordinator. I had the pleasure of getting to know many Westborough 
teachers in my role as a consultant to the district over the last two years, and now I am thrilled to 
be working here. I began my career in education more than 15 years ago, and since then I have 
taught elementary and middle school science here in MA and in Denver, CO, worked as a 
science department chair, and conducted research about effective science teaching and 
learning. Across all of these roles, my favorite part is seeing students’ curiosity and excitement 
as they explore the world around them. 
 
Since the beginning of the year I have been visiting classrooms to meet teachers and students 
and I have been very impressed by the enthusiasm for the scientific exploration taking place. I 
have seen students debate what counts as “life,” discover the properties of rocks, and observe 
live organisms. I also had the opportunity to work with several classes as students figured out 
how to ask scientific questions, design investigations, and analyze data.  
 
Now is a very exciting time in science education because teachers, researchers, and scientists 
have collaborated to establish a new vision for science teaching and learning. This shift in the 
goals of science education reflects years of research about how children learn and how 
scientists construct and critique knowledge. Here in MA, and in states around the country, we 
have new standards for science education that promote students engaging in the practices of 
science  to learn important concepts. This means that students design investigations, argue 
about evidence, develop models, and much more to learn about the world around them. In 
short, students do what scientists do! Research has shown that when students learn in this way 
they learn more content and find science learning more meaningful. If you want to learn more, 
please visit http://www.nextgenscience.org/sites/default/files/resource/files/NewVision.pdf. 
 
Thank you for welcoming me into your community. Please don’t hesitate to be in touch with any 
questions.  
 
Best,  
 

Rebecca 
Rebecca Katsh-Singer, Ph.D. 
katshsingerr@westboroughk12.org 
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